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[Optional Prelude: A soft, meditative piece of music to set the mood for the service.] 
 

Call to Worship: 

Leader:  In the stillness of the night,  
we gather to offer our cares and concerns to our Heavenly Father. 

Response:  In humility and prayer, we come to you, O God. 
 

Opening Responsive Prayer: 

Leader:  Dear God, we come before you in times of trouble and distress,  
with heavy hearts and weary souls. 

Response:  We seek your comfort and your peace, O Lord. 
Leader:  We come to you with our fears and our worries, our doubts, and our sorrows. 
Response:  We ask you to be with us and to carry us through difficult times. 
 

A Reading from Psalm 34: 

The righteous cry out, and the Lord hears them; 
     he delivers them from all their troubles. 
The Lord is close to the brokenhearted 
     and saves those who are crushed in spirit. 
The righteous person may have many troubles, 
     but the Lord delivers him from them all… 

Prayer of Confession: 

Leader:  Lord, in our times of trouble,  
we too often turn away from you and seek comfort in the things of this world. 

Response:  We forget your promises and your faithfulness,  
and we trust in our own strength and wisdom. 

Leader:  Forgive us, O God, for our lack of faith and for our turning from you. 
Response:  Renew in us a steadfast trust in you, and a humble dependence on your grace. 
 

Assurance of Pardon: Psalm 103:8-12 

The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love. 
He will not always accuse, nor will he harbor his anger forever; 

he does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according to our iniquities. 
For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for those who fear him; 

as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us. 
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Call to Profess our Faith: 
 

Leader:  Let us profess our faith by hearing and responding to God’s Word in scripture. [Pause] 

 

"In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was without form, 

and void; and darkness was on the face of the deep.” (Genesis 1:1-2) 

 

Response:  We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and of all 

things visible and invisible. 

Leader:  [Pause] "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 

believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life." (John 3:16) 

 

Response:  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Leader:  [Pause] "… the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will 

teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you." (John 14:26) 

 

Response:  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 

spoken through the prophets. 

Leader:  [Pause] Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 

There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when you were 

called; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all and 

through all and in all. [Ephesians 4:3-6] 

 

Response:  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

Leader:  [Pause] "Peter replied, 'Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus 

Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.'" 

(Acts 2:38) 

 

Response:  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

Leader:  [Pause] "Jesus said to her, 'I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in 

me will live, even though they die; and whoever lives by believing in me will never die.'" 

(John 11:25-26) 

 

Response:  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 

Leader:  Amen. 

Response:  Amen. 
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Call to Prayer: 

Leader:  Let us come before our Heavenly Father in prayer, asking for his comfort and his peace. 
Response:  In humility and sincerity, we cry out to you, O God. 
Leader:  Gracious God, we come to you asking for your help and your guidance. 
Response:  Be with us, O Lord, and carry us through these difficult times. 
Leader:  We ask for your comfort in our sorrows and your peace in our fears. 
Response:  We seek your wisdom in our doubts and your strength in our weakness. 
 

[Silence, while each person offers their own prayers.]  

Closing Responsive Prayer: 

Leader:  Jesus said: “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 
Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and 
you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” (Matthew 
11:28-30)  

 
As we come to the end of this time of worship, we ask your blessing on the night and on 
all who are in need of rest. 
 

Response:  May your peace surround us, and your presence be felt in the quiet of the night. 
 

Unison Reading of the Nunc Dimittis: (From Luke 2:29-32) 

Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, 
     you may now dismiss your servant in peace. 
For my eyes have seen your salvation, 

which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: 
a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 

     and the glory of your people Israel. 
 
 
Leader:  And as we close our eyes in sleep this night, may we awaken to a new day filled with 

your love and your grace. 
Response:  We ask you to be with us always, O God, and to carry us through all the troubles of life. 
Leader: May your grace be with us always and may we always find refuge in your love. Amen. 
 
 
[Optional Postlude: A soft, soothing piece of music to send those gathered into the night with a sense of 
peace and comfort.]  


