Raquelle Cake Chapel Sunday Blasl
Lecemben 14, 2025: The Thind Sunday in Advent

;l ] ”

The Gospel for the 3rd Sunday in Advent: Matthew 11:2-11
See also Luke 1:39-45
“...as | heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy.” (Luke 1:44)

“Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see...” (Matthew 11:4)

This Third Sunday of Advent invites us to light the pink candle: the
candle of Joy. But the Scriptures remind us that joy rarely waits for
ideal conditions. In fact, joy often shows up in the least expected
places.

In Luke 1:39-45, Mary visits Elizabeth, and before a single word

: of theology is spoken, joy erupts. The child in Elizabeth’s womb,
John the Baptist, leaps for joy simply because Jesus has drawn near. It’s a joy that comes before
clarity, before certainty, even before birth. It’s joy in the darkness of the womb. Joy in the waiting.

Fast forward thirty years to Matthew 11:2-11, and John is in an entirely different place. John
sits in prison, facing an uncertain future, and sends a question to Jesus: “Are you the one who is
to come?” It’s honest. It’s vulnerable. And it sounds a lot like us when life becomes confusing
and the path ahead is unclear.

Jesus doesn’t rebuke John for doubting. Instead, he sends reassurance: “Look at what’s
happening. The blind see, the lame walk, good news is being preached.” In other words: Joy is
still alive, even here. Even now.

So we ask ourselves this week: What kind of prisons are we in?
Where are the walls—visible or invisible—closing in on us?
Where are we waiting... uncertain... wanting confirmation?

The promise of Advent is that joy is not absent from those places. Joy is not dependenton
perfect circumstances; itis born from God’s nearness. Even in our questions, Christ comes
close. Even in our waiting, God is at work.

May we look for joy this week, not the loud kind, but the kind that whispers, “Christis near.”
God’s Peace, Vance

Prayer Box: thanksgiving for James, Jocelyn and Dan! Healing and comfort for Brenda,
Dash, Angie, John and Patti. Pray for peace in the Middle East, Ukraine and Russia, and
Sudan. Almighty God, strengthen our faith through your promises made through the
prophets of old. Amen.
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