Raquelle Cake Chapel Sunday Blasl
Lecemben 21, 2025: The Fowrlh Sunday in Advent
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The Gospel for the 4th Sunday in Advent: Matthew 1:18-25

“...an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be
afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will
bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.”
(Matthew 1:20-21, NRSV)

Love is the theme of this fourth Sunday of Advent, but not a
sentamental love. The Gospel reading today, Matthew 1:18-25,
brings us into a far more complicated kind of love, a love
marked by uncertainty, responsibility, and faithfulness.

The Gospel story centers not on Mary, but on Joseph. Joseph
is already loving. Mary is pregnant, and he knows the child is
not his. The Gospel tells us that he is “a righteous man,” and he
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plans to dismiss her quietly. Even in his confusion and pain, love shapes how he chooses to act.
He will not shame her. He will not expose her. He will protect her as best he can. We see
something important: love is already at work before clarity arrives.

“The Anxiety of Joseph”, a painting by James Tissot.
We don’t know when this painting shows Joseph. Has
he just learned Mary is pregnant? Is this just before
leaving for Bethlehem? Is this after the angel’s visit?

, ‘ He stands at his carpenter's table with tools scattered
e N around him, chin is hand, staring, deep in thought. The
' windows look out onto the bustling streets of Nazareth
where people are going about their business as usual.
But not Joseph. We can wonder ... is he thinking “this
is notat allwhat I’d planned.”
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Parenting is wrapped up in a kind of love. Love that asks, What is the right thing to do now? To
love a child, to raise one, protect one, feed, clothe, shelter, and guide one, means steppinginto a
life where worry and love live side by side. Joseph stands at that threshold. And Advent love
meets him there, not by removing the anxiety, but by calling him forward into faithful action.

That is the love Advent sets before us today. God’s Peace, Vance

Prayer Box: thanksgiving for James, Jocelyn and Dan! Healing and comfort for Brenda, Dash,

Angie, John and Patti. Pray for peace in the Middle East, Ukraine and Russia, and Sudan.

God, help us to carry your love into the world even when the future is uncertain. Amen.
Lord, Hear our Prayer!
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