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By the time we hear the opening of the Gospel of John, most of 
us are still surrounded by Christmas. The decorations and tree 
may still be up. The music still plays in the background. And if we’re 
honest, we’re not looking for a theological lecture right now: we’re 
still celebrating. And honestly, we’re asking, “What does all this 
mean?”  

John does not disappoint. He doesn’t tell us how to decorate our 
homes or reenact a manger scene. Instead, he answers our 
question. “The Word became flesh and lived among us.” God does 

not remain distant or theoretical. God chooses closeness. God steps into ordinary human life. 

John describes this presence as light—not light that eliminates darkness instantly, but light 
that shines within it. The world of the first Christmas was uncertain, politically unstable, and 
marked by fear. In many ways, our world is no different. John’s message is not that darkness is 
gone, but that it does not get the final word. 

And then there is that remarkable claim: God takes on flesh. Real life. Real bodies. Real 
relationships. Christmas tells us that human life matters deeply to God, not just in its best 
moments, but in its struggle, grief, and vulnerability. 

The day after Christmas, the question is no longer what happened in Bethlehem. The question is 
what happens now. 

If God has chosen presence over distance, then the church is called to do the same. If light 
shines in darkness, then hope is never dimmed. If the Word became flesh, then how we live, love, 
welcome, and care for one another truly matters. 

Christmas doesn’t end … it continues, embodied in us. - God’s Peace, Vance 

The Gospel for the first Sunday After Christmas:  John 1:1-18 
 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.”  

(John 1:1) 

Prayer Box: Let us pray for Madison’s soul and her grieving family and let us pray for all in 
need this Christmas season.    
 

Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate Word: Grant that this 
light, enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 


