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“Kindness” 
 

 

Football and Kindness? At first glance, football 
doesn’t look like a natural home for kindness. It’s loud, 
physical, competitive, and built on winning. And yet, if 
we pay attention, moments of real kindness can 
appear in the most unlikely of places, as fans saw in 
Texas during the third weekend of November 2025. 

It was a mismatch. The powerful Wink Wildcats faced 
the Sundown Roughnecks in a high school playoff game. Wink had dominated their opponents all 
season, and the playoff outcome was already decided. 

With about 30 seconds left in the game and Wink in possession of the ball and ahead 40-6, all 
the Wink team had to do was run out the clock to a victory. But the Wink head coach did 
something unexpected. He asked the referee if he could talk to the opposing coach. The two met 
at mid-field and talked about a Sundown player, Kolt McDaniel, a young man with special needs 
who had never scored a touchdown and was advised not to play football at all due to his medical 
condition. But he was famous for his team spirit and always showing up at Sundown football 
practice to encourage his teammates.  

The two coaches designed a play. Kolt would be put into the game. The Wink quarterback 
would fumble the ball in the Wink endzone, and Kolt would recover it for a Sundown touchdown.  

The play began. The Wink quarterback fumbled the ball, and Kolt ran into the endzone and 
picked up the ball. No one chased him. No one tackled him. Players from both teams cheered, 
and Kolt’s teammates lifted him up, congratulating him on recovering the fumble and scoring the 
touchdown. The crowd gave a standing ovation. For a brief moment, the scoreboard showing a 
40-12 score didn’t matter. What mattered was that a deserving young man’s determination was 
seen and honored by those who cared for him and loved him.  

We don’t often read good news. Headlines remind us of what’s broken, cruel, or divisive. But I 
think the Spirit was at work in this football game, reminding us that we are all family on this earth, 
whether we are star athletes or hard-working people behind the scenes who rarely get attention. 

The love that Jesus taught chooses respect and kindness and knows winning isn’t everything. 
That love often lifts someone up when no one is watching. And sometimes, it looks like a 
touchdown … and that reminds us what truly matters. 

To read the whole story:  https://brobible.com/sports/article/wink-sundown-high-school-
football-kolt-mcdaniel-special-needs-heart-touchdown/.  – God’s Peace, Vance 

The Gospel verse for this week:  (John 13:34–35) 
“I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you… By this 

everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another”  
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